Survey of patients' experiences after nail surgery.
Nail surgery is performed to aid diagnosis and treatment of nail disease. A survey was conducted to determine whether patients understood the nature and consequences of nail surgery at the time of consent and to ascertain the most important aspects of morbidity after the procedure. The results identified that most patients understood the nature of their surgery and the immediate postoperative limitations they would face. Pain was short-lived, with no patients requiring analgesics after 6 weeks. The most important finding from this survey was that sensory disturbance was recorded by a large proportion (47%; 29/62) of patients. Of these, 35% (22/62) recorded either complete or partial resolution by 6-12 months after surgery, but 11% (7/62) noted no improvement. This is a point that is not made clear in standard surgical texts. The significance of dysaesthesia of a fingertip must be considered when counselling a patient before surgery.